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Tisnh thls lssue we joln the ou octher nenbers
S lno Fontasy Amabour Press Asgsociatione FIliis dis
2 5ol of almost every fan »ublighcer, 2nd srovides

an apeprecistive audience for the nmeubers, 4lso,with
£ is lssue we »rint a fine short story by an "ugho*

-7 to these pages,..Charles L, lorrig, of 11. Zrove
icence 3%., Gaffney, South Carolinaz, Charlcy has
sxovn to us a fine stylo, with beautiful descr.ssion,
We'll have moreof his work in later iacuss. Pold
Coaviell!ls poem is also worth notive~ Ceming in .hs
near future is a good serial by Auguds Srgyll, “0n a
Silver Platter", You'll 1like 13 Five @ leok at the
Speclal Feature we vz on Dape Four.eli should ar-
ouse soile canmier’s cnoeng 3P fias fioxt damue worll
have two good cioigse ond our rorular aoasskranis
comin' at you, Jee you thrmng '

Lol g
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HE TIOUGIT THAT Hf Ei2 D75 RISCUZD...i

A BIORT STORY DY C HA R L 5 & u CR RIS

It was dariness that brought fear; not the al-
one-ness, The alone-ness was there, of course; he
could feel ite...but thes dariness was worse, v
pressed down on him like a dead weight, choling.

It was thick, like London fog. de thought, crazily,
#7911, if I get hungry, all I necd do is gulm it
dom, Or if I shoulcd get hungry 1aybe I can drin
it Vonder how it tastes? Yonder if it tastes 1lik
thick syrup, or black coffee? Or if it is taste=

less?"

He looked up into the darkness aud cursed, Ile
wvas not angry, only afraide First he cursed the
dariiness because it was fear incarnatd; hwe cursed
hiaself for his cowardice. He cursed everything
and everyone, and finally his store of v1tuperau1ves
ons exhaugted and he stopped to catch his breatih,
Miat surprised him, teoo, because by all that was
Logical, he sirould not have a brecath, Not now,

Tot insidecaes

This was crazy, crazy, CRAZY!

Fo. make sure, he reached out one handend felt
around, overhead and to each fde. Sillz. Cool,
snoothh silk, He chuckled, then laughed glccfvjly.
Yhat a joke! ‘Vhat a wonderful 30\0' Buried alive!
Premature interment. He laugued tazder, Larders
The laughter inside the bo“, uncer six feeu of heavy
soll, roared like taunder in nis nead, and he stoppcc
lie tdougnt of & story by Bdger 4llan Poc .and found
hintself ervylng the hero, who, on awakming, had
found the whole thing to bo 2 dreama. "t o luelsy
chap! This wds no dreon, ilas* definitely noti
This was reality, grim and hovribla Abvuntl, the
hurior of the situation uas gone. andé ghe da knevs mad
fear wverce bhack, bringlng with then claustrophobic
rore terrible than the darkness. ilc fought,

Silently he fought, threshing and clawing
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asa2inst the onclosing sides of the box, The silk
llnlng vas in shreds, nis fingernails’ btorn, blood
trickling dovm his amis, Ifor long minutes he
fought, until ; resent1v his panic subsided and e
lay back, exhaustod. L little of his coumion sense
roasserted itself cond he felt shamned by his actions,
Jseless, Uselegs and cowardlyees

Ile was nuwib all over now, HNunbd with the sheer
hodelessaess of. his pligat, “hy hwad ho always told
his fauily never to allow hls body to be crbalimed?
£illy request, Thoe embalming would have »revenbted
01l this mental anguish, Lying there staring into
the darkness, he wondered how long it would be be-
t'ore magness carie. Or would his air give out first}
iie hoped that 1t would.

lle must have dozed for a noment, for when awa-
reness came anain, he was listening with every fibre
of his being, listening for recurrence of the sound
that had awaliened hinm,

Therel & scrabbling and a serctching aad the
bloowi, of metal on wood, Iiis heart gave o great
etp, then settled down to o steady thud that soun-
ded lilte African drmuis inside the coffin.

Boom! Boomi: DBoam! They knew! Semeone had
discovered the errori ..o was gnvedl

The air was alost gone.

“Hurry", he »rayed, "Oh, Cod, »lease hurrylh
The coffin Zave a2 convilsive jcz;, then hegan to
move upward, Ile laugucl and eried, 21l at the sane
time, and tears coursecd down his cheelia in rivulets,
iie tasted salt,

"Thank God! Oh, thank Ged!* The ecalffindial
ted, thudded dovm on uOlid aground, The Hiid flevw
back.cc

The things stond there, moonlight glintirg o
velliew fangs, slavering, Tney gloated, He scrsace

opeo, horridbie bﬂfore uch :
7 3 ¢ +
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by the dltors

In the 1930's, a favorite plot of 3
the “rase of underground aniwals' i
Professor Vassili dcbrarcf? reveale
tific o
ifitfiel 1hw

I purhors was
s&, Last month,

| wontGlite, seiG.

I e I |

rLd his discovery of a new forn of animal
ing under the frozeon sad of 3iterias

“Ther queastioned by reporters, Irofessor Tobron-
of f revealcd thah tho animnle hwd heen discevered
by niners and renerted to tie losal cormissar, The
Professor then lead 2 parby of Russian goologists
to the sitec,

‘Taese “things®, the Professor said, "werc huge
mindless masses of flesh, often a2 hundrod 7ards in
lenzbh, Their flesi has an uaucull resistonce o
spessurs, the source of wvhich is yet to be determine-
ed, The animals absorb oxygen through their sizin
from the earth, it appears, though notning definite
has bzen established,.”

They have no annarent facilitics for sceing and
heering; they live at a <opth of four to seven hun-
dred feet, Ilonc werc found at a lower or higher lc-
vel. Profiessor Tobranoff succeeded in securing a
section of one of the beasts, and it was brought to
tue surfoce for examination. When chemically ana-
lyzed it was found to contain relatively huge amoun-
ts of concentrated proteir, Tats and warbohydrate,

Professor Tobranoff mentionod that larger shafts
wvere being dug for better insvection of thae animals:
he will have further news at a2 lator date,

Vie believe that this is a truly amaziag discov-
ery, ancd bears out the theories o® many scicace-Sic-
tion cughors and {~nc,

{(for further reforence, sce “Deoley's reciozical
yonthly“,'Sﬂgtgmbo?, 19hG, Volvme 21 ifo, Q)..R.5,38.D,
st , & - 3
The hext Spacesaip will be or sale Januany 1&, 10En
~v o AT Lol for Tt oai.. - —
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203 Robin 3ipcot,
Dunlcirlz, Hew York

Dear Bob' T
essaarie cortionts cn tlu afﬁbc izgvo ol SEilise
STIP: “John Lrovwn®s feliar' is Lnc bosh yeulve prine-
ted yet, Thie poowm was protiy goodg Soepeon Ls fine
but there should be merc o i, *Sanl's spatt and
"Randon ilotes® were avertdCe..s
Yeours truiy,
Lawrid nglish
> 45 S
111 Provridence S5 ..
...fao“‘ PN 3( Ct— OJ.JI_:-“

N
»n

Dear Bob and Saul:
I liked SPACESHIP very much., The formct is just .

r.ﬁnu end She stories show plonty of promise. OF
5 whe 'zine will inprove with time, but for
1~eg*nﬂws vou two go* the "schip'" off to 2 flying
rfast. Tesp ur tae geocd Torikd

Scioncerely,

tharles L. lorris

% > 25 i 2
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Than'ts for your kind comrionis, bobh of you, saira
trying to male our articles unique in contont (wit-
ness our Special Foature) and the storiecs ave def-
initely sunerior to those of earlier months, VWe'd
lille to extend Soapbox to scveral nages--we recelve
quite a few nore letters than are p1b¢1shou--bun
space limitations intervene, Incidentally, we oub-
lish the full ad@rossos of ocur Soanboxaers so thab
somme of our other readers may find now corresiond-
ents. ‘e find our score of ﬂe"ulur vriters inter-
esting fans-~-By the woy, we necd gcomn good ccionce
articles, up to 1,000 words, 3eund them tr~ Sanl Uis-
kin, 621 Crown utreet Breoxlyn 13, H.Y. Our Soap-
box address is ilobert Silverberg, 760 Montguners
Street, Brooklyn 1iccosoe330 vou irn Jam.arya
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NYERMIN OF TiX SKIBS¥: UM ALTEROLDS

graielon. . Rl

Asteroids are the name given to small planeis
or planctoids betwwen the orbits of Janztei and
Mars, by Herschel, tiie astronouor, AL ont five
hundred have becn found so far.

The nome “Vernmin of the Skies™ was fivet
coined by an Anerican astronomer, Thase ;p1rious
nembers of the heavens werc well named &z Tacy Left
stieaks on phobtosranmnic plates, siicldi: g Johhor inm~
sartant cbservations.

Profossor Giuseppe Picszza, o monis, i tcered=-
ited with the discovery of the first asteroid. It
hapacned on ilew Ydart!s ILvs, 1801, The professor
thought he had disccvered a comet minuy iva taile.
Xarl Priedrich Gauvrg, a youry mnvhemacician, who
did the calculation o the orbil., realizsd that this
was a great discovery.

In 1830 M. Hencke, an anateur astronomcx» of
Driesen, found an asteroid after 15 yoars of ardu-
ous £2il, HHow asteroids arc turned up in thé time
« 7 an hour, Sharp images are nroduced on the »nuoto-
graphic rlate of a camers attached to the teloscone,
“uen the planetoid moves during the hour-long nzpose
are a s1all but definite line ampears on the BMIL0 .,

They are sought out in this mammor.

T.e finding of the first dezen brourhh werlid-

; rome and rOCOﬂnltlon. Astronomers all over she
world hieard of tho next fifty discovrerics: the iLo-
cation of the next two hundred was acws AfEer that
it was rouvtine.

In years to comoe--nany years o cortg-~gho
Vernmin may hake thonsclves usefu1 o man by orusiG-
1ng fueling stops in space trovel betwoon Jund con
EGNLIDT S, e emi Teile

%* £ 2 1 =
Coming in the ne % isrue: #Race . L s o le b M

L. Morris, Also, "Lédhold bas fan” Ly Solwyrn oberta,
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Tne old H(rvofoscor smilcé proudly &g g Crewr
hoalk the auricin on the bisnsrzo mochine and sasved

i5 %o his voang ossisbant. *™Mde is a probabliisy
gaane', e wxprained, 'I% haas L;ﬁ3¢c ve.luo for dig-
gopozing whinps, Dut L& can bo usnd Zhapsgehiotric
ersettant, I azbhwe »b% To mour mindg you co tao
rars, You gimnly {hind: of somsow:zing wiieclh mipa?d
iristna? of thay ~eotuwol scaurdunce
.

~J
RV D '-13'.-.1:;1.-'- ne: in o
T the things you sec orec "Hre

a2 (N O 3 By yoar
g ~ubn01scious o*otlon ane faccination, Tac one
A7 prrposcs of this machiae apre to makie the sredtlr-
89 o Towr mind vigible and recl Lo FOURTEAC ot as-

tobigsh & J-cpﬁ,Aic conbact Detvuon our minds sc
th~t I may rceord your thougata: ow, bofore 1
SEroN bl (switnll, . whuat sub ject Wil TGOl fallow?!

P

Jothinit T i1l scc vt would have hanvened
nad not Prenler lerronsticy (ied in the midlles of tho
Russo-ﬂm piean poace tolis Jast renr. WOT Gourse)

crrosstiiyic Lanieons gucenssorr oranled us to acttle
t_u dis=utcs amicavis”.

"That is > very goot ckoice of subjcct0 .en
T tarow ths gwitcl, a paratelectsicel ficld will bo
saed, 2ad a nunber of vaths will ho vAuxulo to
e | Balkie ive, and tHat wid) be the only one vou
vy followe. It is mpossidl. to retracs omcls aLows
60 @e-crease the identical probobilg®y Fiells

It
sufee Y
( -}.-,..

ikl Ldab, o stonped into o protcﬂfi*n *-cthn
cong wnd Bhreew the huge switeh., Greon smole iiied
WC oo, 20d od” spariia coursed LRl R oilw i
BRed hgtubsr T green light pluyed choat e U“C”J“urt-
&G
I

N,

Qoo agnrebont, who folt Lis clothonn Bl PR T

SElAT e, B ognmied s I e owers .)V_ v GliTaerod

1 O 3LV TOS5UN0 20 dnn i Thna, OUT ol G0 N YR
BN W J‘ 4

Paiba T adas 4 ) el &s ‘-‘]‘( 1.;“6 g 1.— r s Jws? =3 1- % a s
: : < o .:. ai i v TN B W A S R s AR
i, ate kne wlat cisared, . - >



PAGDS EXCHY

A man was abtanding 2t o newsswand, sclling coplos of
just one newwpaper. 4 guard with a rcd star paln:.
ted on his holmot stood by, Draving a dime from ais
poeket, he bought the unfamiliar-looking paper,. The
guard snapied, "You have but a day morc to svend
your American currcncy. I advisc you to pavcilt o
transformod into ltooccks before the deadline,’ A el
a shrug, Jones walked away with the »aper. Its

name: "Tho How York Pravda"l! First sage: final war
crimes cxecutions: Presldent Transon, Uef:nsc ilinis-
ter O0'doul, General #acCohon, Second page; nanes of
thosc arrested for not carrring Red Party cards.
Third pazge; .orld Cormisszar liorrosstky!s spccch ab1
olishing religion, and also a table of conversion
from dollars to International Rubles, Fourth poge:
oxocution of 307 coal-miners for beating and killing
a loecal comaissar wvhile on strike, Fifth »nare; fed
Party news. Jixth page; sgports; Cincinnati REDS 11,
Boston D 8ox 8, St. Louis R.Dbirds take ovor first
ptace, liockoy: Uotrolt RID ings 6, Providence REDS
3. DBasketball, St. John's RiDmen 07, Iiarvard's

SCA LTT 40. oothall, ashington RI0skins 30, Los
Angeles DOl C0S834C..8 2L, IHis drcamewvorld was so ab-
surdly comical that lic chortled wildly in laughter.
Twto red-gtarred-guards hustled towar s him and grip=-
ped him by the arm, ""hat do you mean by luughing
at the Pravda? And wvhy are you not at your {actory?
J=h ne sec your identification ecard. And your union
card, And your factery assignment card, And your
fond ration card, And your conscription card. And.."
Micao conmands issucd in a rapid staccato from both
mon,  Still laughing, our fricnd fziled to produce
Yither, "You must come to the Police Comuissar then)
nissod 2 grim-mouthed guord. Really scared now, his
routh closcd with an abrupt "gulpi" as the cgsistar s
wor'ocred if these nonecxistent imaginary beings could
really kill him., Since his body was still in his
vari, Iriondly laboratory, but his mind was herc, he
concluded that any damase to him here would make hiv
a raving inbecile on his return, 7iilo he poacdered
hese matters, strange green sioke and green Light-
ning spiralled around the heads of the strugsling
group, and the visitor disappeared from between the
two Reds with an abrupt “Pop"l Jitting on the floor
of tae lab, with snolze slowly clearing cround Iiim, he
hear” the Professor say, "You were in trouble, Jancs,
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8o I broughds ;o2 wock, 1 world ucdvise you fo A
troy tiah wvikbout hesgitancy.” e pointed to i
-~ . i AL ' J -

newsnaper cbill ciutehed in Jone$'s h and. Jithout
looking, Jones knew what it wos--thie ed newspaper..-
put hen he looked, in his hands was & bundle of
QUMD TASSe

"I expoented it to docomposc assoon 23 you were
sangcious of it®, he oxplaineds ‘It is lmpossible
to bring uﬂ"ﬁdlﬁﬁ bac.: with any mowledge of it~
cne world ceascs bo oxist when one is in ancthar:

Ia yoeur anVioty to rcturn, Tou forgot cnbtircly 2bout
oue vhon Jou breught it wo wind 1% fell opart.
S MEone *navis Jopes stapred &t his neow ompty hand
e profossor cortinmned.,  ™Miew tiat yeou are fom-
» with the tocimigne o0 crosaing srobabilisy

ds, 1 ¥l scud you on the mission 1 had nlanted
i you, Trshall amlant thr m;eﬂjf“ in rour sub-
nscicus mind by wypnesis:s if I Lell you, SPp tls
so-forth?, jOL will uncunaciuuSLy rcber o inst
ordcr and have an ddventure of your ovn croation.

“©
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The nrofesaor ayprotisced ais willing subjeet andg
ated tie objrct of the uission s“vcrAI timns,

nfter Lvaroning Alm, the »nrefesuer said, “ilow that

15 is firnly impiaated in yecur subconscious, waere

it will aprear wacn the subcoilscious talkkes dominonco,
cog) £oll vyou . Ybu are to investigate -hat night

«:n2ile BEe carth had tho mawmals never evolvad intos

v.ie primaces and coventually man, I oshall gend you
into. two sedarite fields, Probobility-factor A will
oe that tho marmals °taycd as they were bofore Hae

advent of the-apes, ne second, factor b, wLil b7
sone crzabure of your 1mﬂglnauicn wmich oveolved ia-
steal of man., -ow, rsady, omd gol”

The smolte and clectricity coursed tarough tho
air, and Jones again selected o pothway, Crool forne
fronds waved in the stedming, misty air. duse ins-ete
flapped lazily over the uc*‘d piants., A thing like
a horned ant:lonc deunded cut of *he wiidesncos: o
krobbod, twisted horn arojected from the boasb's
forehcad, suoplementing tho pair ovchind its cars. 8

small, fox 1ika taing with wnite stripes lorzced uw
.
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and was Uoroc’:. on tie "antelovc's® horn, 4 greal,
SﬂorC-LlLu bellow thundered from the thiclict, and a
hugs thing lumbercd oub, DBiggor then a full-growmn
rhino, two blunt horns curved out from its noi:e,
just in freat of tihe beady little red eyos, Head
towered, it strode elum311y sast him into a psel of
wator, sccklng rolief fron tho over~present, Piting
flics, Jones recognized thig as a titanothere, 2
oraidabloe s:cloton in the professor's little nmsoum;
Just as a pinke-cnd-blu horse elovon feet high bore
dovm on Jones, tho »rofesgsor switched him back to
roalitye 1bhout mmch hesitzation, the prof, scid,
"fhe first throo animcls ezisted, but areo extinct
thanks to ifan, The horse may yet evolve, How for
factor Bl

Tho pathways apaoared. All werec but groen
walls, Aftor coreful considerction, ho stepaed thru
one, Tho first tbing ho saw wes a 15-~foet, rod and

reon eloohunt bearing cdown ox hine "This is where
come in', thought donos, as hu prosared to call for

the profossor, 'uusb & sacon”! iic shoutaed ot the
g0 of"Iils lungs, "5P0P:; Tlls Ls ny cdream, and I
don't want wou to in it." s pointed ono forofinger
forvcrd, stuciz tig thuww unwrd enulating the butt

of a2 gan, cud grarvely scid, "BUGLY  Tho olenhwant
ghattersd inte o willion viccos and rloated off inte
221ivion,

Suddenly, tiho carta trembled. lie noticed all
cf the 1littlo aniwm 9, similar to the onow ho had eb-
rarved on hile last v“obhoil’**~*"mvol, seurrying inte
wns lite fairy-tale pcople niiding from a man-caring
‘gfc, Senalng dangoer, he grabbed a brirht rad vine
<70 MDY across & gaping ravine inteo 2 cave, Then
t.:0 ruling animals of the time made their copcarance.

A n“rd of taom, thirty fect high, thundered into
vicw, Iundreds of t01ta0105, onding in glaring cyes,
writhod on their heads Horo snaizoyr things extcndod

from 21l parts of th soir barrcl-141¢, horlics Theyr
gave off varied colors, radicting now rnd, no¥ bluc,
Mic teintacles on tic Hony snc, ouﬁ 10w 2na thon, fad
soric novling maimal woas mlidled Fram i5a placc of ro-
age and plunged into e heastte sraat poa-rismed
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maw, Four-foot, cilia«like tentacles helped to push
the little cnimal insid: tho huge body of thc ruling

beast,

Suddenly, 2 huge, slimy thing tclescopod from
one of the hord, m & cxpnlorcd the cave in vaich
Jones lay hidden, It groped around dnd then made 2
lightning-like grabe dJdonos felt himself grosned ar-
ound the waist and lifted 2loft, :iis rcasoning »Ho-
ver terrificd into paralyzation, he mentally scraacd
"2>rofossory PROIMISSOR}S Got me boelk, Pleoascl! as
the tentacle drow him ncarcr to the large, hungry
mouth. ilc could fecl the hot churning of the tento-
cles just inside the great beast, anticipating the
juicy meal, Jones contiruca is fran%iec plecuss

Soon aftor the wrafessn~ had sent JdJones into

factor B, he owvcned wp the nulc nnd Gooln bae teloe-
pathin control 2long with tii across 6816 r'oornia -

fores ho had takon two stewns, ne piitclicd forvar:,
alyzed, The last sound the dying profosscor hweard wa
the agonized sercaming of Jones, pioading tn be k-
turne® beforec the boost swallowed him, 1Topele sy,
the mrofessor reached for the Yrosuvra® gwite: bduv
slumped over cdead instead. The scrcaming couid be
heard for half a ninute in the lab, dovoid of 1ifce.
Then, an ezeruciating final wajl,..,

A sound likc a giantt's swallowing fillecd the

room,. Then, silence..s
THS IEND
2 2 * i
WATED:

dog Phillipst!s the "“Despoilers' {
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